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Lesson One: The Two Natures

List some of the important spiritual questions for which people need an answer if they are

going to live with God forever in the new heavens and the new earth.

Evaluate: Of all the spirifual questions a person needs to answer, none is more important
than the question Jesus posed to his disciples, "\A/ho do you say I am?" (Matthern 1-6:1"5)

IESUS IS TRUE GOD (the testimony)

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is borry to us a son is given" and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince

of Peace. (cf. Micah 5:2)

x

Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most

,. High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God."

x

John L:29-30 The next dayJohn sawlesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me."'

x

Luke 4:41Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!"
But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the
Messiah.

x

Matthew L7:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the
cloud said, "This is my Sory whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"

x



John 5:17-18 In his defense Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very
day, and I too am working." 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he

breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with
God.

John 10:3043'I and the Father are one." 31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to
stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many good works from the Father. For

which of these do you stone rr'e?" 33 "We are not stoning you for any good work," they replied,
"but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man/ claim to be God."

Mark T4z6L-64But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest asked him,
"Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed Orrc?" 62 "I arr.," said Jesus. "And you will see the

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 63

The high priest tore his clothes. "\Alhy do we need any more witnesses?" he asked.6a "You have

heard the blasphemy. \Mhat do you think?" They all condemned him as worthy of death.

x

Read and React

NPR interview of Dr. Bart Ehrman

During his lifetime, Jesus himself didn't call himself God and didn't consider himself
God, and ... none of his disciples had any inkling at all that he was God.

You do find jesus calling himself God in the Gospel of John, or the last Gospel. Jesus
says things like, "Before Abraham was, I am." And, "I and the Father are one," al:rd, "lf
you've seen me, you've seen the Father." These are all statements you find only in the

Gospel of John, and that's striking because we have earlier gospels and we have the

writings of Paul, and in none of them is there any indication that Jesus said such things.

I think it's completely implausible that Matthew, Mark, and Luke would not mention
that Jesus called himself God if that's what he was declaring about himself. That would
be a rather important point to make. This is not an unusual view amongst schoiars; it's
simply the view that the Gospel of John is providing a theological understanding of
jesus that is not what was historically accurate.

Right at the same time that Christians were calling Jesus "God" is exactly when Romans

started calling their emperors "God." So these Christians were not doing this in a
vacuum; they were actually doing it in a context.I don't think this could be an accident

that this is a point at which the emperors are being called "God." So by calling jesus

"God," in fact, it was a competition between your God, the emperor, and our God" jesus.



John 1:1, 14,Lg In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 1a The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seenhis glory, the

glory of the one and only Sory who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 18 No one has

ever seen God, but the one and only Sory who is himself God and is in closest relationship with
the Father, has made him known.

]ohn 20:28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

Romans 9:5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the

Messiatu who is God over alf forever praised! Amen.

x

Colossians 7:L7 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has

been given to me. 1e Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

|ohn 2:25 He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person.

x

John 10:37-38 "Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the
Father is in me, and I in the Father."

x

Colossians 1z1.6-17 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Matthew 7220-21But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."

John 5:21-22"Fotjust as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives

life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all
judgment to the Sory"

x



John 5:23 "that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the

Son does not honor the Father, who sent him."

Matthew 14:33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son

of God."

John 9:38 Then the man said, "Lotd,I believe," and he worshiped him.

x

Read and React

From the official website of the Jehovah's Witnesses

Do Jehovah's Witnesses Believe in Jesus?

Yes. We believe in Jesus, who said: "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one

comes to the Father except through me." (John 14:6) We have faith that jesus came to

earth from heaven and gave his perfect human life as a ransom sacrifice. (Matthew
20:28) His death and resurrection make it possible for those exercising faith in him to
gain everlasting life. (Iohn 3:16) We also believe that Jesus is now ruling as King of God's
heavenly Kingdom, which will soon bring peace to the entire earth. (Revelation 11:15)

However, we take Jesus at his word when he said: "The Father is greater than I am."
(]ohn 14:28) So we do not worship jesus, as we do not believe that he is Almighty God.

IESUS IS TRUE MAN (the testimony)

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the

glory of the one and only Sory who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Luke 24:39 "Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not
have flesh and bones, as you see I have."

Romans 5275,17 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the

one mary how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one mary

Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! ... 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one mary how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of
grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man" Jesus Christ!

Hebrews 2:74-TS Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so

that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death-that is, the

devil-15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

Matthew 26:38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of
death. Stay here and keep watch with me."



x

Read and React

Apollinarius (d. 390): The Word himself has become flestu without having assumed a

human mind-that is, a changeable mind, which is enslaved to filthy thoughts-but
which exists as an immutable and heavenly divine mind.

Gregory of Nazianzus (d. 390): That which is not assumed is not healed (redeemed).

Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386): If the incarnation is imaginarl, our salvation is also

imaginary.

Matthew 4:2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

John 11:35 Jesus wept.

x!

IESUS IS TRUE GOD AND TRUE MAN IN ONE PERSON

John 1:1,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 1a The

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the

one and only Sory who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Word (the Logos-16yog) took on a human (nafure or person?)

Athanasian Creed
Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ,
God's Sory is both God and man. He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the
Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man"

with rational soul and human flesh; equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the

Father as to his humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two
persons but one: one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity
into God; one, indeed, not by mixfure of the natures, but by unity in one persory for just
as the rational soul and flesh is one human being, so God and man is one Christ.

The personal union: The

result was a

sssumed a and the

- lesus, the Christ. (This is not like the union of persons in marriage

or the union of body and soul.)



Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God."

Galatians 4:4-5 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.

x

Read nnd React

Carl Braaten, Christian D ogmatics

The primary interest of dogmatics is to interpret the virgin birth as a symbol and not as a

freakish intervention in the course of nature.... It is possible to hold to the virgin birth as

a biological fact and miss its point. It is also possible to make the same point without
reference to the virgin birth, as the writings of Paul and John prove by not mentioning it.
It is important, then, not to let the story get bogged down in biology, but to read it as a

symbol witnessing to the truth of the kerygma.

How important is the doctrine of the airgin birth?

James L:13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

Hebrews 4:L5 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet he did
not sin.

x

Ersaluate: If it was impossible for lesus to sin, than he couldn't really be tempted.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

John 10:17-18 "The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-only to take it up
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it
doum and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."

x

Eaaluate: lesus died because his heart stopped beating and his brain stopped functioning.

Who do you say Jesus is?


